: : BB
Signs of the Times el
Saltgate, Northgate, Ingate, Newgate... so many ‘gates’, but

¢ Spot the Red Herring STEP OUT & ENJOY
DISCOVER BECCLES

Are-these-Beccles-bits-and-bobs-true or false? A Stroll around the Historic Highpoints 2.3 miles

: 3.7 kms no town walls? It’s another red herring — - gate’ comes from
e ————————————— T 1. After 1066, Beccles annual tithe to | 5. Waveney boat-sails were originally | OF Beccles (& Places to Sit & Ponder) c,RcﬂL'éR old Nprse ’gata" - <
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I dayboa.t. Splash outin tl eF (I)l I aIFl)e y ’scores’l fight down to the river-edge 2. Puddingmoor has nothing to do with | their fishy flavour! No 41 The Staithe @ (left) site of original riverport quay; Railway Score/
0 A i i e dy' tge clouds. From Old Market to New cakes. A ‘Pody-Moor" was a-marshy | 6-'Boney’s Island”on-Beccles The Crossings (left) remembers Waveney Valley Line to Bungay (1863-
[ i gt hezt il Hill sté s, however you look at Beccles patch that was home to toads. \ Common recalls an 1815 bonfire party 1953). At crossroads by town sign, turn left (Bridge Street) for town/
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| it's full of fasci ), TWEX?

opportunities to enjoy. . .
| Goangling for evidence of its fishing port hentage. 0
! paddle off on a canoe trail, or dive into delicious delis and %
I stroll down The Avenue for a picnic on the Common.
With a food and drink festival to feast on, quayside

Jd; Beccles Public Hall as a schoolboy. | wars.

% 4. Beccles Bell Tower was bought by ip181 Ul Ajaamppwiasd 2opjd y001 ¢
 the Borough Council in 1972 for 1p!

river views from iron bridge @ (1884) -
had its own chapel and resident hermit!
left (Fen Lane) to The Quay @ (1830s). Cross bridge for pews with 2 H
views/Marsh Trail to site of Iron Age causeway. Retrace steps to &
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its pre-1500s stone predecessor . |
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https://www.wearedrab.co.uk/
https://www.xtrahead.co.uk/
https://thewaytogosuffolk.org.uk/
https://eastsuffolklines.co.uk/
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/
https://www.visitthebroads.co.uk/
https://becclestowncouncil.gov.uk/
https://thewaytogosuffolk.org.uk/cycle
https://www.discoversuffolk.org.uk/
https://www.discoversuffolk.org.uk/
https://www.myringgo.co.uk
https://becclesmuseum.org.uk/
https://www.thesuffolkcoast.co.uk/
http://visitbeccles.co.uk/
https://www.thesuffolkcoast.co.uk/
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The Angles FOLLOW THE ANGLES WAY PATH...
Way -Ful|y waymarked, this long distance path is
~ideal for exploring Waveney Valley landscapes

= \(éult:bé1 Nature Watch
Oulton Broad | e

Swoop down to North Cove Nature

(0) ND Geldeston \avere, North Station £ Lowestoft By the River Waveney at Beccles Fen,
B E C C L E S & B EY ° 0 _."'... .----"--t\ ) : B | i North Cove or Carlton Marshes, by
... Shipmeadow gecqas/” -~ _ "2+~ 7 oulton Broad LK Lo on foot and passes directly through Beccles ¥ ‘Boney’s Island’ on Beccles Common or
Al i T BUnGay " Sartham .+ ot AT46 " {#,Puddingmoor and The Quay. 0S MAP: OL40 /231 Sotterley’s ancient oaks, what willyou <=
Walk, canoe, cruise, drive or cycle - however )éou R.sfld I- North % Directions: eastsuffolklines co.uk/waiks . - et loady &5
: tures ingsfie . : ...West to Bungay via A
1 embark upon your gentle Waveney Valley adven I ®Elough \ ht old river- : N
"y, around pBeccles and its hinterland towards the coast, o g . ...East to Oulton Broad ona gt h % Shipmeadow-and Mettingham [:I Norfolk Hawker Dragonfly
A u'll surely find fun times along the way. % sampen hugging, station-to-station ramble W h ﬁE Castle to spot East Anglian devil
=1 yd rful wildlife encounters, real village 3 F T e Or;p Sotterley wildlife panoramas atACastIe/CarIton Marshes % g dou—Biack Shuck—aroumd this D Purple Loosestrife
7 (s wonde d drink and a large hélping of ' E: esthal PO (suffolkwildlifetrust.org). Foot-ferry detourto g 2 9 et town &\
ol gemlslllfzzggtckn?)r\jv thz?history too! From Nelson - Essex’ | Leecceceen.... & ' Waveney River Centre/Burgh St Peter. g:%‘" magica : D Canada Goose D Reed Mac?
HH well-I- ~know- ! S . outl ) e .
H ] ] . d d crumbling cliffs Londdn Angles Way Path N Cove E —— : 314 L AR
Jtht= connections to grisly ghost stories an ingg ' ng y & . e . . s | dal? Grey Squirre i ouse
_glil 4. _ exotic gardens and beautiful broads, what will you discover? Simply Brilliant Birdwatching prefer to Pe . D
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Make a Splash!

Beccles Lido - A Great Swimming Tradition

»
g

Is it ‘Lee-doh’ or ‘Lye-doh’? Who cares! First-class and fun, Beccles heated
outdoor swimming pool has to be East Anglia’s finest! If you're up for a
family day out, powering up and down the lanes, bouncing about on
aqua inflatables or just lazing poolside, this is the Beccles place to be.
With competitions and water carnivals taking place in/on the river
for decades, it’s a real tradition too. In 1894, versatile architect Francis
Banham (designer of St Benet’s Church) planned ‘The Bathing Place’, a
serviced area dug out from the Waveney as a safer option to river-
swimming. Its 1959 successor — an unheated pool separate from the
river, free from fish, eels and without a pea-shingle floor! — was
transformed into the heated 3 pool Lido in 2009. beccleslido.com

Go with the Flow
(& the Big Dog Ferry)

Want to enjoy the river, but
pushing paddles, rowing or
skippering just isn’t your
cup to tea? You'll find the
perfect solution at Beccles
Lido quay. Big Dog Ferry
offers a gentle 3-mile
summertime shuttle to
Geldeston’s 1670s lock,
where its waterside inn is
renowned for traditional
music, good food, fine ales
and great walks around,
about or back along the
well-signed Angles Way path
(% Beccles - 3 miles/5 kms).
bigdogierry.co.uk

Paddle & Discover

Dip your paddle in the water and
glide along the Waveney on an
up-close-to-nature trail. Whether
you hire a canoe, kayak or stand

up paddle board at Beccles or
Geldeston or have your own, the
Waveney provides some great places
to launch and explore. Paddling at a
leisurely pace, an excursion to/from

the historic inn at Geldeston/
Shipmeadow Lock from
? Beccles is easily doable in

= ==="% a day. visithebroads.co.uk

E _
Cruise & Snooze

Hire a Beccles dayboat and head
further into the Broads on a
relaxing cruise to the Waveney
River Centre and enigmatic
‘ziggurat’ church at Burgh St
Peter. Discover your inner-captain
as you and your passengers enjoy
the scenery, sunshine, wildlife and
camaraderie of other folk on the
river. A 6.5 hour hire is plenty to
get there and back, moor up for
food/explore-time and take in the

. famous ‘Back Gardens of Beccles’

‘ views. visitwaveneyvalley.co.uk

Did you know?

Look out for Morris, Maypole
and Molly dancing at Geldeston | :;it It:e ferry help you
Locks Inn community pub, plus ‘ plore more on walks

‘dwileflonking’, where rival teams | marked
catch a beer-soaked cloth in a ‘.\

t!
chambﬁerg ] \;k
Countryside Code

o Plan ahead. Be prepared. |o Take litter home.

dog.
o Follow paths, advice and | Clean up after your dog

local signs le Always keep dogs
o Consider the local community/ \‘ under' close controtl,
others enjoying the outdoors. | espeoalll(); ;mong;ird
i ked flames/ | livestock/during
o Be careful with na e saason

i at any time of
cigarettes y \‘ Release your dog

}—.-—--..._.____ —

f
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Discover Digital Trails

Let your phone do
the directing on an
interactive trail around
Beccles. Download the
app and discover.
thesuffolkcoast.co.uk
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I:] Marsh Harrier [l Kingfisher

GO FOR A POTTER ile/27.5 kms circular

Beccles Town & Marshes Reserve (by bus). Follow footpaths to Marshes & Lanes Cycle Tour ',
iski i he river LR
’ ES FEN EXPLORER nature reserve (NR34 7QQ) for siskins, Ls lores both sides of t 1 % o,
BEATRIX’S BECCL sparrowhawks, woodpecker, woodcock and Q}Q esgtween Beccles/Bungay and g NAUTICAL, BUT NICE
warblers. Return along the Angles Way. E beyond. discoversufoik.org.uk — JEE
! CIRCULAR Don't forget the binoculars! (suffolkwildlifetrust.org) _‘_,‘.'_..'

WALK |, Sty LT el L e

Ghostly Goings-on...

Expect spectral snarl-ups between Beccles and Barsham.
Around Roos and Barsham Halls there are allegedly curious
coaches pulled by headless horses, galivanting grooms
(decapitated, of course) and chain-rattling ghosts (hanging out
by ‘Nelson’s Tree’ - Roos Hall’s gallows oak). Local genF and MP,
Thomas Colby died soon after building his 1583 redbrick, look-at-
me ‘lantern’ house, Roos Hall.
Ownership of this hugely haunted
place was later enjoyed (?) by Beccles
big-wigs, the Sucklings (Horatio
Nelson’s kinsfolk) and the Redes.

4 miles

W 65 kms

1. LINEAR
WAL

0S MAP: OL 40

FROM/TO: Beccles Lido/Ferry Quay,
Beccles NR34 9pL

FROM/TO: Beccles Bell Tower, The Walk
NR34 9A]/The Quay, Fen Lane NR34 9BH
TERRAIN: Flat/gentle inclines/river banks.
Pavements. Tarmac paths/natural hard surfaces
on signposted easy-access Blue Walk.

Peter Rabbit, Jemima Puddleduck, Jeremy Fisher,

Dare to go on a Halloween
ghost walk around Beccles?
Fancy a history walk

~around Beccles?
beccleshelpinghands.co.uk

Puddingmoor,

TERRAIN: Flat/gentle inclines. Field-edge, cross-field
wooded paths. Tarmac roads/pavements. ’

| Stiles, steps,
gates. Part signed Angles Way (AW). .

—
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Mrs Tiggywinkle... whose real-life cousins will you spot ™

on this family-friendly nature walk out of town into the
typical Broads landscape of Beccles Fen?

Over the centuries it’s been underwater, home to an
Iron Age motorway, Victorian railway line and a Iife:saver
to local folk through common grazing and access rights.
Today river-, marsh- and meadow-side paths lead past
mini nature reserves, criss-crossed by dykes — colourful,
buzzing habitats in spring/summer. In the 1950s,

Peter Rabbit would have had a field day when parts
were used for growing carrots!

Hop along from Beccles Bell Tower © to Beccles
Fen and see how many birds, dragonflies, flowers and
beasts you can clock up on the way! Cross Saltgate to

head via Rooks Lane/Manor House Lane to former
" Clowes Printworks site @ where Beatrix Potter’s early |
1900s books were printed. Turn left _

(Newgate). Keep ahead, following 5‘@

Ravensmere (detour to animal pound (8)

if wished), Rosemary Lane (left) and

Northgate/Fen Lane to The Quay @. Cross

footbridge. Turn left. Path bears right, under

road-bridge, then between river/Calves Hurn

(meadow). Beyond Sailing Club, turn right,
over bridge. 2,000 year old causeway

‘,\ timbers (one now in museum)

g were discovered in meadow
' ‘ (left) in 2006. Turn right onto
‘ﬂ

straight path, then left, back
to river. Retrace steps under
road-bridge to quay.

Explore More Marshlands
Want a bigger Beccles Fen challenge?
Follow the Waveney, then swing back
inland along Worlingham Wall and
fen-side paths on the 4 mile/6.5 kms
Green Walk. Or maybe edge the
meadows to return between the salt
fens on the old railway track-bed
(3 mile/5 kms Red Walk). Both circular
routes (starting/signposted from
The Quay) include footpaths/green
lanes. Possible closures October-March
to protect roosting wildfowl.
visit-beccles.co.uk/walks-trails

COVE TO COVE EXPLORER

Tour the changing landscapes of the Waveney
North Cove on the old river estuary,

a-church. Edge the last wartime airfield completed in
East Anglia and stop to discover hidden church gems
or unusual gardens. It's a superb drive-and-explore
day-out with some awesome walk opportunities.

HIGHLIGHTS: North Cove (Nature Reserve/

St Botolph’s Church wall-paintings); Henstead (Exotic
Garden); Sotterley (octagonal chapel/deer park walk
to St Margaret’s Church by Sotterley Hall and back,

1 mile/1.5 kms); Wrentham (circular walk to South
Cove and Covethithe village, 5.5 miles/8.9 kms;
extension to broad, beach, cliffs, 1.2 miles/2 kms;
directions: thesuffolkcoast.co.uk).

Valley and its nearby coast from

. : to South Cove and the fast-disappearin
clifftop community of Covehithe with its fascinating church-within- - %

Set out for Shipmeadow via Lord Nelson’s ancestral
homelands. Tread carefully past one of England’s most
spectre-filled stately piles, along smugglers’ paths and stop
by at Barsham church where Stone Henge-style wizardry
makes a statue ‘come to ife’ exactly on the Equinox.
Barsham-rectory-born Catherine Suckling possibly courted
her curate sweetheart, Rev. Edmund Nelson, here when
Waveney wherries still went upriver to Bungay.

DIRECTIONS: Follow Puddingmoor to Bungay Road
(B1062). Turn right (AW- pavement/grass verge path)
Before Roos Hall (left), cross B1 062, leaving AW to také
leafy trackway past houses to Ringsfield Road. Turn right
' onto footpath to Lodge Farm. Turn right (Lodge Farm
| La_ne) to cross B1062. Footpath opposite leads via Holy
[ Trinity Church Barsham back to B1062. Turn right
along verge towards Shipmeadow (or was jt
| Sheepmeadow?). At Nunnery Farm, go left through its
gateway (AW) to cross stile in bottomn of garden! Path
leads along field. Ignore next stile (left), heading right
across field to footbridge, then over stile into green lane
by marshes. Continue ahead, through gate, past cottage
| (Ieft.), keeping left onto ‘Locks Lane’ track to pumping
| station.* Follow footpath ahead as it curls right, rejoinin
| AW t'o edge woods/fields to enormous stile. Cré)ss and ’
place on medieval fairs | continue (fenced path between field/wild cherry
site, Barsham Rectory \‘ vaoods), go over track (site of Barsham Hall left)
Meadow. Roos Hall ontinue past drainage dyke, path bears ril ;
hosted the Suﬁo|K Show “ B1 062.. Turn left, along verge trc)> Roos Hall (?:ft)t.oRreT:S:cte
on several occasions. steps into Beccles.
| *For Geldeston Locks Inn/ferry, take footpath (left) over
water-meadows/footbridge/river bridge. NB summer/

dry r‘:,&“Weather route only! / \
* |

Prefer to cycle?

Combine Regional Cycle
Routes 30/31 with quiet
lanes for a truly scenic
25 mile/40 kms Cove
to Cove cycle ride. Or
visit Sotterley, Westhall
and Ringsfield on the
classic Beccles South
Loop Cycle Route

(19 miles/31 kms)
discoversuttolk.org.uk

Did you know? |
Albion Faires (1970s

forerunners of local
festival, FolkEast) took



https://visitwaveneyvalley.co.uk/
https://www.visitthebroads.co.uk/
https://bigdogferry.co.uk/
https://www.wearedrab.co.uk/
https://www.xtrahead.co.uk/
http://beccleslido.com/
https://visitbeccles.co.uk/walks-trails/
https://www.discoversuffolk.org.uk/
https://www.thesuffolkcoast.co.uk/
http://beccleshelpinghands.co.uk/
https://www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/
https://www.discoversuffolk.org.uk/
https://www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/
http://eastsuffolklines.co.uk/walks
https://www.wearedrab.co.uk/
https://www.xtrahead.co.uk/



